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Abstract

The Primary objective of this survey research was to study the changes of the urban
poor in an urban area of Khon Kaen Municipality. An interview schedule was used to collect
data from a sample of 506 urban poor individuals in the Municipality. The sample was obtained
by simple sampling method based on a list of community members from each community in
Khon Kaen Municipality. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, including frequency,
percentage, mean, and standard deviation.

Research findings show that the changes among the urban poor people in Khon Kaen
Municipality consisted of the following: physical shifts of communities due to urbanization, with
most being older middle-class communities (40.5%); occupational shifts of the urban poor people,
with the emergence of small entrepreneurs in the community accounting for almost one-third
(29.1%); the pursuit of house ownership in the urban cities, with more than half having the right
to own housing (55.9%); the separation of relations among urban people which were determined
by economic costs; and political participation as a means of contributing to urban development
with almost all participants exercising their voting rights in the most recent election (97.4%).

Keywords: Urban Poor, Changes, Impact of Development
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