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Abstract

The objective of the current study is to explore and compile knowledge of folk music
in Northeastern Thailand also known as Isan, and to develop an updated Isan Folk Music
Encyclopedia. The study employed a mixed-method approach incorporating document analysis,
field studies, focus group discussion, and a survey to gather insights from relevant stakeholders.
The target groups include music and language, local philosophers, and Isan folk musicians.
Sample groups for potential users’ feedback study include students, academics, and music
researchers selected using purposive sampling. The instruments included a document analysis
form, an interview, and an opinion survey. The statistics used in data analysis were mean score,

standard deviation, and content analysis.

Research findings were as follows: The collection and analysis of documents related to
Isan folk music has provided preliminary data for the establishment of a core vocabulary. Content
analysis from field interviews and focus-group discussions has revealed several observations:
1) Certain words have similar meanings but different regional names. 2) Some words
have multiple meanings. 3) Certain points of information remain unclear, requiring further
investigation. Therefore, the focus is on studying words with preliminary conclusions.
The resulting encyclopedia includes definitions, illustrations, and musical notes for 50 words.
An evaluation of stakeholder feedback on format and content indicates overall suitability,
providing a comprehensive database of Isan folk music with detailed descriptions and current
musical notes from contemporary local artists.

Keywords: Development, Folk music, Isan, Encyclopedia, Multiculturalism
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