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The expansion of Mahasarakham communities 1865 -2017
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Abstract

This research focuses on the expansion of Mahasarakham communities in 13 districts. The
study not only analyzes the reasons and ways of community expansion but looks at changes and
how communities adapted to those changes over time. These observations have not been written
into the historical records of Mahasarakham prior to this report. Various methods were used in this
research. Researchers began with a study of documents, interviews with people and using local
forums and focus groups. The expansion of Mahasarakham communities can be divided in to three
periods based on the establishment of a district: The original group (B.E.2408-2440 : 1865-1897)
included Muang District; Phayakaphumpisai District; Kantarawichai District; Wapi phathum District;
Kosumpisai District and Borrabue District. The Second group ( B.E.2502-2522:1959 - 1979) Chiang
Yuen District; Na Chueak District; and Nadun District. The third group (B.E.2531 — 2550 : 1988
- 2007) Kaedum District; Yang Srisurat District; Chuen Chom district; and Kudrang District.

The research revealed that the expansion of the 13 Mahasrarakham district communities
in the study developed slowly owing to the fact that most people in this province were and are in
the agricultural sector, and most of the rich people of this province do not invest their money in
new business ventures. There are three factors that affected the expansion of Mahasarakham
communities: 1) population increase which prompted people to use more land, 2) the construction
of official buildings encouraging people to live nearby, 3, economic growth, the development of

roads and a transportation system including the role of the Chinese business man.

Keywords : Mahasarakham Province, the expansion, communities
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