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Abstract

This research aims to: 1) employ a participatory approach to study resource diversity
on the Thai-Cambodian border in Surin province; 2) analyze problems, obstacles, and limitations
of participatory management and utilization of a variety of resources on the Thai-Cambodian
border, Surin Province; and 3) propose an efficient integrated management approach to protect,
conserve, restore, and utilize, via participatory means, the variety of resources on the
Thai-Cambodian border in Surin province. The 120 key informants were people who live in the
target communities and related government officers. Both qualitative and quantitative research
methods were employed. The research findings are as follows: 1) resource diversity, including
natural resources, man-made resources, and cultural and intellectual resources, showed that
participation of the local community in local resource management and supporting factors for
participation in local resource management can predict self-management of local resources of
the community with a statistical significance level of 0.05; 2) problems, and obstacles were due
to lack of cooperation, lack of respect for the rules, and villager debts; and 3) local communities
must use good management mechanisms and foster participation from stakeholders. There
should be education, attitude cultivation, and awareness, especially for children and youths, in
the community. In addition, there should be meetings to build understanding and reach
agreements on the use and conservation of resources for maximum collective benefit.

Keywords: Participatory Management, Resource Diversity, Thai-Cambodian Border
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