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Abstract

The purpose of this research article is to study the reflection of cultural activities in the
“Kin Sa-load” ritual of the Lua-Malr ethnic group in Ban Kok, Chiang Klang Subdistrict, Chiang
Klang District, Nan Province. This is a qualitative study that utilizes descriptive analytical methods
for data analysis. Data was collected through (1) interviews with 20 Lua-Malr people, government
officials, and participants in the ritual, and (2) participant and non-participant observation.
The research findings reveal that the “Kin Sa-load” ritual of the Lua-Malr people in Ban Kok
has several prominent activities, including: (1) Lua-Malr belief and practices: The preservation
of traditional rituals, such as the ‘rice spirit blessing’, ‘rice wine rowing’, ‘drum-stick pih beating’,
and ‘young bamboo shoots cooking’ as offeringsto please the Lua clan spirits; (2) Lua-Malr
Ethno-musicology: The unique ritual performance differing from other Lua communities; (3) The
inheritance of Lua clan system is characterized by a strong bond through “Lua clan system”
based on clan affiliation that follows maternal lineage. However, in terms of governance, each
Lua-Malr community has its own “spirit lord of the realm” (male) ; (4) Sustainable Lua ecological
system: The kin sa-load ritual promoted the conservation of sacred forests, watershed areas, and
communal rice-field forests, all related to rotational farming practices, representing sustainable
agriculture; (5) Lua-Malr uniqueness: The kin sa-load ritual of Lua-Malr in Ban Kok is distinct
from those of Lua-Malr communities in terms of its detailed ritual component. This long-term,
painstaking research thus provides specific benefits for the sustainable transmission of Lua-Malr
traditions and the continuity of the Lua clan system and lineages. In addition, it might significantly
attract the eco-tourists in northern Thailand in the long run.

Keywords: Lua-Malr, clan spiritual belief, Kin Sa-Load ritual, ritualistic musicology
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