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Abstract

Thailand transitioning to AEC caused various changes to Thai society, such as social, economic
and legal. In each category, labour law, which aims to prohibit conflicts and promote relationship
between employees and employers, including establishing organization for employees and
employers with the main objective being to create peace in labour society. The main focus
on this research was to study labour movement in Thailand after the transitioning to AEC as
demanded by communication, industrialization and production sectors supported by domestic
labour shortage situation.

Therefore, once the labour migrating among nations begins, it creates diversity in work
places especially the businesses in the borderline areas connected to the neighboring countries.
Current rules and regulation may be considered inhibiting or obstructing freedom to expression
and assembly in which causes Thailand to be perceived by the international labour society as a
country with no such rights. The perception could result in trade protectionism and discouraging
foreign investment; moreover, one of the reasons to amend the current laws is as Thailand is
one of the founding members of International Labor Organization (ILO) but has failed to comply
with the main principle to promote freedom in establishing labor unions under the ILO.

According to Thailand laws especially the Labour Relations Acts B.E. 2518 presented
no revision in order to meet with occurred changes in the current context; for example, the
board of employees or labour union which was legally protected only Thai national while the
movement of labour caused by the AEC transition may affiliate more than one nationality in an
enterprise. Limitation only to Thai nationality as a representative for the employees; therefore,
may be inefficiently facilitate fairness and justice in labour society.

Adopting EU as a model in merging into AEC in terms of legislation, regulations
and organization establishment, this research presents background, history, elements and
preparation of the EU before labour movement occurs including other relevant aspects.

Keywords: Labour relation Law, Asean community
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