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Waste Management Law in Switzerland: A Comparative Study between

the Thai and Swiss Legal Systems
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Abstract

Solid waste management is a global challenge fraught with problems that most often require
local solutions. Finding resolution to some of the local problems that beset Thailand’s solid waste
management strategy is becoming increasingly difficult. Attempts to resolve or develop local
solutions have become mired in conflicting rules and regulations, some of which are effective and
some of which are not. Thailand’s Model Scheme of Solid Waste Management (B.E. 2559-2564),
which addresses legal problems involving solid waste management, general waste in the
community, hazardous waste, infectious waste and industrial waste, still has no effective law or
expert agency to resolve these problems. According to current practice in Thailand, there is a wide
range of legal provisions which authorize several agencies to deal with solid waste. These include
Thailand’s Constitution, Promotion and Conservation of National Environmental Quality Act, B.E.
2535 plus Ministerial Regulations and Notifications. To avoid future problems and bring some
uniformity to existing practices, a comparative study was initiated in Thailand comparing laws on
solid waste management of Switzerland and Thailand, The study found that Switzerland has revised
the provisions of law on such problems many times over resulting in specific laws prescribed to
deal with solid waste management, For instance, Ordinance of 5 July 2000 on Beverage
Containers (Beverage Container Ordinance, BCO), which enforces recycling waste, directly
establishes a specific agency for solid waste management. In accordance with the findings of the
comparative study of Switzerland and Thailand law, the following is recommended 1) Law on waste
management in Thailand should be amended. Amendments should emphasize unity, consistency
and conformity with modern Thai social conditions. 2) Establish a department of specialized
authorities who are knowledgeable and capable of law enforcement in waste management in

Thailand. The department should have a dedicated budget and their own expert personnel.

Keywords: waste, law, management
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1) Federal Environmental Protection
Act of 1983 (EPA).

2) Federal Water Protection Act of 1991
(WPA).

3) Federal Act on the Protection of
Nature and Cultural Heritage of 1966 (NCHA).

4) Federal Forest Act of 1991 (ForA).

5) Federal Agriculture Act of 1998
(AgricA).

6) Federal Act on Non-Human Gene
Technology (GTA)
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