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Abstract

Factor analysis was employed to assist in identifying the motivational factors of over 1000
students in their selection of a particular university. More specifically, the purposes of this research
were to: 1) study factor analysis motivational elements used in choosing a bachelor degree from
Maha Sarakham University 2) to study motivation levels and analyze the determinants of motiva-
tion in choosing a bachelor degree from Rajabhat Maha Sarakham University. The
sample of 1540 were first year students in Rajabhat Maha Sarakam University; they were divided
into 2 groups: group 1 had 560 persons and was used to analyze the Exploratory Factor Analysis
(EFA) the second group was used to analyze the Confirmatory Factor Analysis (CFA) of 980
persons.

A stratified random sampling technique was used. The research instrument was a question-
naire inquiring about the motivation for choosing a bachelor’s degree from Rajabhat Maha Sarakham
University. Content validity (I0C) was .67 to 1.00 ; the discriminative power was .208 to .889, the
reliability of the questionnaire was .973, and data were analyzed by basic statistical analysis,
Exploratory Factor Analysis and Confirmatory Factor Analysis. The research showed

1. Elements of motivation for choosing the bachelor’'s degree from Rajabhat Maha Sarakham
University consisted of 6 components: environment and service, public relations and values, image
of the university, curriculum, media and learning materials, and teachers.

2. Level of motivation in choosing a bachelor's degree of Rajabhat Maha Sarakham Uni-
versity as a whole is high. Confirmatory Factor Analysis revealed that the model was consistent

with empirical data showing that the model was structurally consistent.

Keywords :  Factor Analysis, Motivation, choosing a bachelor's degree.
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