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An Application of Cognitive Semantics to Chinese Polysemy Teaching
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Abstract

This paper aims to bring awareness of Cognitive Semantics in the Cognitive Linguistics
theory and applies Cognitive Semantics to Chinese vocabulary teaching. The teacher can provide
the principles of enhancing word meaning of vocabulary, and the lexical vocabulary approach is
a method for learners to achieve recognition, learning methodology, and the correct use of Chinese
vocabulary. The analysis of researches on the problems of Chinese teaching revealed that most

Thai EFL students lack the principle of vocabulary learning and memorize Chinese word meaning
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which causes language errors used in communication. This paper also discusses the essence of
Cognitive Semantics to show that language is a symbol system which reflects the thinking
processes and reasoning of users in each society. Furthermore, it demonstrates the relationship
between Cognitive Semantics and Second Language learning, and lastly it demonstrates the

application of Cognitive Semantics to Chinese polysemy teaching as the guideline of Chinese

teaching to develop and optimize Thai students learning performance.
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