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Factors Influencing Livelihoods and Security in Urban Communities
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Abstract

This research aims to study (1) the factors related to security of livelihood (2) factors
influencing security of livelihood in an urban community. The study variables were related to the
impact of household’s livelihoods in urban communities. The 5 —point standard impact scale
ranging from 1-5, (5) Very High, (4) Above Average, (3) Average, (2) Below Average, (1) Very
Low. Here are five rating issues questions with a five point scale 1) household level management
2) community level management 3) education values 4) Adaptation and survival 5) security of
livelihood. The data were collected from January 1, 2015 to August 31, 2015. The data were
collected by questionnaire as a household survey within Mueang Municipality, UdonThani Province.
The data were analyzed using a chi-squared test (X*) and Structural equation modeling (SEM).

The result found that community level management, education values, adaptation,
and survival are related to urban security of livelihood. Factors influencing security comprise
(1) household level management, namely, building a warm and good family relationship,
admonition among the family members, to not get involved with drugs, to deal with political conflicts,
to communicate the meaning of rituals and beliefs, and residential and arable land management.
(2) community level management comprises, cultural heritage passed within a community, building
a healthy and strong relationship within a family, community health systems management, health
security management, and food safety management (3) education values; i.e. modern education
system values, change in education system, confidence in education institutions (4) adaptation
and survival, namely, thinking and belief adaptation, adjustment in the decision-making process,
financial management adjustment, , and increasing family responsibilities. All these factors would
positively influence the forecast of secure livelihoods in urban communities at 90.00 percent
(R* = 0.90)

Keywords : security, livelihoods, urbanization
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