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Abstract

The purposes of this study were 1) to examine the efficiency of reading and critical thinking
of first year vocational education certificate students according to the standard criteria 70/70,
2) to compare the achievement of reading and critical thinking abilities of the first year
vocational education certificate students who were taught by using the KWL-Plus technique with
those who were taught by the regular teaching method, and 3) to study the students’ attitude
towards KWL-Plus technique on English language learning activities. The sample group was
selected through a cluster random sampling, divided into 2 classes: sample group and control
group. The sample group consisted of 40 students from the Electronics department in the first year
vocational education certificate students, who registered in “Real life English 1” course in the
second semester of the academic year 2015 in Roi-et Technical College, Roi-et province. There
were 20 students in each group. The tools used in the study were KWL-Plus technique of learning
achievement tests for the first year vocational education certificate students designed for the sam-
ple students, which had discriminant index ranged from 0.42 to 0.79, difficulty index ranged
from 0.23 to 0.55, and total reliability was 0.72, and multiple choice critical thinking tests, which
had discriminant index ranged from 0.23 to 0.73, difficulty index ranged from 0.49 to 0.86,
and total reliability was 0.79. The total reliability of the student’ satisfaction questionnaire was
0.95. The statistics used in data analysis were percentage, mean, standard deviation, and t-test.

The findings of the study were as follows:

1) The efficiency score of English reading activities based on the KWL-Plus technique for
the first year vocational education certificate students was 82.67, and critical thinking ability was
82.45, which higher than the criteria.

2) The achievement of English reading and critical thinking of students using the KWL-Plus

technique found that the post-test was significantly higher than the pre-test when comparing to the
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regular teaching method at the .01 level. And

3) The result of the students’ satisfaction towards the English learning activities based on

the KWL-Plus technique was overall at the highest level.
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