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Cultural Adaptation, Learning, and Communication among Chinese

Students in Phetchaburi Rajabhat University
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Part of the study has been presented at The Sixth Phetchaburi Rajabhat National Research Conferences held
in Phetchaburi Rajabhat University, July 9th, 2016.
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Abstract

This study aimed to investigate the way of life of bachelor degree students from China who
spent one year studying at Phetchaburi Rajabhat University focusing on how they communicated,
adapted, and learned about Thai people and the Thai culture. This study used both qualitative and
quantitative methods. A questionnaire and In-depth interviews were used to collect data during
October 2015— May 2016. The sample size of the questionnaire was 111, and 12 were selected
for an In-depth interview. From the study, it was found that the majority of Chinese students had
problems with communication due to the differences in accent and tone of the local language,
words and terms used with royalty, and youth language. These difficulties cause misunderstanding
and misinterpretation between Chinese and Thai students. With regard to the ways of life such as
eating, traveling, health problems, Chinese students were able to adapt to the process of
acculturation between Thai and Chinese. They learned from their friends and adapted to their
environment. However, Chinese students did not fully understand various Thai customs and cultures

especially rites and ceremonies.

Keywords : cultural adaptation, learning, communication, Chinese student, Phetchaburi
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