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Abstract

In this article, | explain a transition of political structures in the Lao PDR under the 2003
amendment constitution. | also demonstrate how current circumstances shape the future of Laos
PDR. The main focus of the revised constitution pertains to maintain power of Lao People’s
Revolutionary Party over the centralized governance and political power. In doing so, a section of
national defense and security is added to the constitution. Accordingly, this section strengthens
power of the National Assembly by integrating legislative power, executive power and a part of
judiciary power. Yet political competitions are still restricted. It is difficult to found a new political
party as well as to run an election for a member of the National Assembly. It is worth to note that
the amendment of the constitution regarding citizen’s rights concerns only an opportunity for
education but not improving political rights and political freedom.

Nonetheless, with regard to economic conditions, the Lao government primarily
emphasizes on foreign investment and cooperation. These conditions will provide positive
consequences for the political system. Leaders of the political party and the government have to
loosen their centralized political power and engender processes that will facilitate foreign
investment and receive investors’ confidence from overseas. These challenges will affect

legitimacy of the Lao PDR one party system in coming years.

Keywords : Lao PRD, Constitution, Political Structure
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