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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to explore and synthesize 457 master’'s degree
theses in Education Majoring Educational Research and Educational Research and Evaluation at
Mahasarakham University Published During 2007- 2013 to illustrate the trend of educational
research in the future. Research instruments were data collection forms. The collected data was
analyzed by content analysis using frequency and percentage. The results indicated that most
thesis authors graduated Bachelor of Education (B. Ed.) and worked at schools as teachers. Most
thesis authors conducted descriptive research. Correlation Research was mostly found. Analysis
or techniques to investigate correlational relationship between variables were the most frequently
employed method. Unidirectional hypotheses were mostly found. Data was mostly collected from
the sample. Secondary students were the most frequently selected sample. Multi-stage Random
Sampling was the most frequently used sampling method. True-Experimental Design was the
most frequently used in experimental research using Pretest-Posttest Control Group Design. The
thesis authors collected data by themselves with only 1-2 research instruments. Questionnaires or
scales were mostly employed. Content validity of research instruments was identified by experts
using I0C. Pearson’s Correlation was applied to identify difficulty and discrimination of research
instruments. Reliability of research instrument was conducted via Qt-Coefficient. The most frequently used
Statistics used for data analysis were inferential statistics and descriptive statistics respectively
while content analysis was rarely used. The most frequently used descriptive statistics were
mean and standard deviation. Parametric statistics was the most frequently used statistics when

compared to nonparametric statistics. Correlation analysis was the most frequently used method
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while Wilcoxon Signed Rank Test was rarely used. Most theses applied computer application to

analyze data and results were correlated to hypotheses or research objectives. Discussion was
expressed through related concepts and literature. Research suggestions are that graduate students
should be encouraged to conduct research that promotes development of research methodologies
and new techniques. In addition, there should be an examination of statistical preliminary agreement
to ensure research instrument quality as well as accuracy of elements through reliable procedures. This

can ensure that the characteristics of the sample can be referred to characteristics of the population.

Keywords: Education Research, Research Synthesis, Research Methodology
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