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Abstract

Buddhism throughout recorded history has been a way of life for Japanese people, historical
literature, such as “The tale of Heike” tells a story about life in Japan around 1200, the period
when the Buddhism belief structure propagated to all levels of society. Therefore, this literature
implies the way of life and Buddhist thought during this early period.

The study found that Buddhism beliefs, implied in “The tale of Heike”, are “impermanence”
and “the law of karma” which are respectively the principle and sub theme of the story. These

beliefs describe the fate of the main character, The Taira clan, who went from glory to downfall.
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Their thoughts of Nirvana, the Pure Land for those who had strong faith in Bodhisattva, were

presented in the story. Awareness of apocalyptic notion (Mappou) was implied through warfare

and a dramatic change in political power in the story. This study could bring a deeper understanding

of Buddhism beliefs in the period and history itself.

Keywords: Heikemonogatari, Buddhism, Taira Clan
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