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Abstract

This research aims to analyze linguistic structures of northeastern Thai compound words
in the novel ‘Kham Ai’. An emphasis is placed on terms of numbers of combined words, types of
compound word formation, compound word formation processes and parts of speech of each
combined word. Data were collected from the novel ‘Kham Ai’ composed by Yong Yasothon. The

collected compound words were investigated by specialists in northeastern Thai dialect. From the
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investigation, there were 94 northeastern Thai compound words, and their structures were analyzed
according to the aforementioned topics. The findings of this research were presented in descriptive
method with statistics.

The study indicated that the structures of northeastern Thai compound words can be classified
into 3 groups as follows: 1) two-word compound words 2) three-word compound words and 3) four-
word compound words. The two-word compound words occurred only as a single main type: a
simple word + a simple word. This type of compound words was categorized into 4 sub-types. For
three-word compound words, there were 4 main types, namely a simple word + a simple word +
a simple word, a simple word + a compound word, a simple word + a phrase and a compound
word + a simple word. In addition, three-word compound words were classified into 11 sub-types.
In terms of the four-word compound words, there was only one main type: a simple word + a
compound word, and it can be divided into 3 sub-types. Considering the proportion of three groups
of compound word structures found in this study, it can be seen that the structure of two-word
compound words was the largest proportion; whereas, the structures of three-word compound

words and four-word compound words were ranked second and third respectively.
Keywords: Structure, Compound Word, Northeastern Thai Dialect, ‘Kham Ai’ Novel
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