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Abstract

“Yao Rite” is a traditional healing ceremony performed by local healers who have an intimate
understanding of the ritual’s healing power. We collected the biographies of local individual healers,
patients, relatives, and neighbors and used them to better understand the healing process. The
descriptive method was used for data analysis and conclusion. The result showed historically a
Yao rite was initiated by a qualified Yao healer. The healer in the ceremony under discussion was
a student of the Yao philosopher Maemueang and had previously treated Mrs. Theun Sa-ardpaen,
a-74-year-old-patient with a chronic illness. The healer also treated other patients, called
Lukmueang, by using the Yao ritual called Khumpilong. A qualified Yao healer is gracious and
patient. The customary practice for healing patients consists of the Yao healer, “Marmor”, speaking
the name of the patient, place, time, and method to a spirit before performing the Yao rite which
he or she could not stop or interrupt once started. The Yao healer had to prepare everything for
the rite: rice whiskey, eggs, rice grain, candle, coins, and location. Both the Yao healer and a
musician wore traditional costumes. After preparations were completed the Yao healer performed
the rite by paying respect to the ancestors and inviting a ghost to stay inside the sick person to
monitor their symptoms. During the ceremony, a musician plays Puthai music by blowing the “Can”,
an Isarn musical instrument. The Yao healer then scatters rice over two eggs and negotiates with
a ghost asking the ghost to go back home. A welcoming ceremony is given after the patient
recovers. The Yao rite is held every year to thank the ghost for extending the age of the Yao
healer and protecting the community. In conclusion, Yao healer is an important and respected
person in the community. He is a model of good behavior, a family member, has a clean living

daily life, and holds to traditions and rites.

Keywords: Yao ceremony, Yao healer, Kuchinarai, Kalasin Province
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