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Abstract

Lexical loss in southern Thai language has been observed in terminology typically used in
marine environments. Research was conducted to determine the cause of the loss and any effect
it may have on the day to day use of the language. Interviews were conducted on ninety-five mixed
gender language speakers; their gender was not used in data analysis. Three issues arose from
the interviews: lexical loss was the first issue. It was placed into different ranges from the lowest,

level 1, to level 5, the highest level. Lexical loss, which was found mostly at level 5, was mainly
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from the Mysidae (crustaceans) category. The second issue considered infrequent use as a cause
of lexical loss. It was found that the loss could be due to language speakers themselves who may
not use the southern Thai language on a daily basis. Speakers include those who work with the
environment, accommodations, and technology advancement.

The last point was lexical preservation. As a result of the interviews, two approaches were
introduced: creating awareness of communication and recognizing local identity. The research,

thus, focused on maintaining the southern Thai language to not only assure its survival but flourish

as the reflection of the southern people’s identity and cultural pride.

Keywords: Lexical loss, Southern Thai, environment, Marine Vocabularies
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