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Construction of a Civil Society Organization Network at District Level.

A Case Study of Yang Si Surat District, Maha Sarakham Province.
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Abstract

The objective of this qualitative research was to investigate the prospects of setting up a
civil society organization network at Yang Si Surat District. Currently, an organization level analysis
unit serves as the representative of organization in the area. Data was collected using in-depth
interviews and participatory observation with 16 key informants from 16 organizations. Three criteria
were used during the selection process: there had to be a variety of representatives from various
agencies, there had to be specific issues in the workplace, and applicants had to have worked
continuously in civil society at the district level. The data was analysed by using content analysis
supported by ATLAS.ti. The accuracy of the data was checked using different personal data
sources at different times and locations. The result showed it was conducive to establish a district
civil society organization network at Yang Si Surat District. There were five enabling factors: role
of positioning, government policy statements, support from outsourcing agencies on founding of
the organization, problem situation, and demand for accomplishing a common goal. The seven
steps of the process of network construction consisted of promoting integration, setting a common
aim, identifying a leader, identifying members, arranging the organizational network, improving a

connection, enhancing capabilities, and disseminating the result.

Keywords: Civil Society Organization Network, Social Network, Civil Society.
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