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Abstract

Democracy and rule of law are both fundamental human rights that can be viewed as two
pillars leaning against each other. If either becomes unbalanced through unfair practices then
conflict may result. This paper aims to reflect the perception of democracy, rule of law and the
principles of equality and proportionality in Thailand. The perceptions are illustrated through
examples of how misuse of state power can lead to discord within the society, violation of the
rights and liberties. In particular, the concept of transitional justice (TJ) as one tool which creates
equity and reduces dissension in Thailand’s democratic society is evaluated and examined.
Transitional justice, if applied fairly and democratically, can ameliorate inequality and hostility,
thereby creating social justice in the Thai democratic context.
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