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Abstract

This research aims to (1) study Northeastern local leaders’ experiences of applying
principles of good governance and sufficiency economy to local development (2) In addition the
stidy aims to synthesise a conceptual framework, based on the experiences of local leaders.

The findings reveal that local leaders have applied the principles of good governance and
Sufficiency Economy into their administration. They have tried to adjust the principles in accordance
with particular socio-cultural contexts in each area. Based on the findings, the researchers
synthesised the local leaders’ experiences and designed a conceptual framework and a practicing
guide for the leaders. The key issue of this framework and guidance is that there are two factors.
First, local leaders must encourage villagers to practice good governance and sufficiency economy
and act as the role models of successful practitioners. Second, the leaders need to develop
political, economic and socio-cultural structures that enhance a sense of belonging among
villagers.

Recommendations are given as follows: 1) State authorities should formulate a model law
for local authorities. 2) Researchers propose to establish two administrative devices based on the
concept of decentralisation to empower locally initiated organisations. The local leaders must
profoundly understand the uniqueness of their own area. Local leaders should be changed from

being a commanding leader to a coordinating leader.

Keywords : Sustainable Development ,Good Governance , Northeastern Local Leaders
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