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The Role of the Town and Country Planning Law to Promote and Support

Bicycle Usage in Thailand'
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Abstract

To impose legal measures on town and country planning that promote and support
bicycle usage is one of the cycling mechanisms of Thailand’s public policy. Polices should be
created at the local level that likewise promote infrastructure, bicycle route networks, road surface
development, speed limit of motor vehicles and safety. Bike paths and nearby roads should
be well designed and established to encourage effective cycling. Moreover, a system could be
developed to be friendly toward urbanites and environmentalists by applying a town and country
planning law that is in harmony with the local culture, society and eco-system. The creation of safe
and convenient roadways will encourage people to increasingly use their bicycles. Thailand’s
domestic law, which plays an important role in town and country planning, is the City Planning Act
B.E. 2518.

The central authority of the government, the governor, mayors and local officer should
effectively and physically impose specific local laws and policies to promote and support their own
local cycling plan, especially the establishment of a specific plan for bicycle usage that includes
comfortable facilities for bike parking and shelters. New laws, regulations and policies should be
primarily established by local organizations and educational institutions, such as a university, as
role models to develop a public service in conformity with the needs of local community and those
who fall under the jurisdiction of the plan. A comparative study with developed countries was ap-
plied in this research. Data from The Netherlands, England, Germany and the United States of
America were used to compare the laws and policies of town and country planning including the
role of local organizations and officers, who have a duty to move such laws and policies under a
specific plan. The comparison study served as the guideline and practice to modify and improve

City Planning laws in Thailand. However, the study finds that currently there is no provision of the
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City Planning Act B.E. 2518, especially a specific plan to promote and support bicycle usage. Thus,

the comparative study of each country’s plan will serve as a good example to create a suitable

and effective town and country planning law and policy for cycling in Thailand.
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