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Legal Problem Concerning the Protection of Local Wisdom: Case of the
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Abstract

One of Thailand’s most memorable cultural heritage and local wisdom sites that reflects
belief, tradition, ritual, and recreational activities of the local people is Phi Ta Khon in Loei province.
The local wisdom has been passed on from generation to generation. It incorporates the knowledge
and direct experiences of people in the community who have joined in local activities and learned
from their surroundings. This local wisdom has its geographical origin in Dan Sai district, Loei
province. There is concern however that foreign businesses, or outside developers could exploit
the local wisdom and benefit themselves by acquiring it and claiming ownership. Unless the local
wisdom is protected by law, a risk exists.

Unfortunately, Thailand has no law or enforcement regarding the protection of creative local
wisdom. There are however, other local wisdom protections such as Plant Varieties Protection Act
and the Protection and Promotion of Traditional Thai Medicine Wisdom Act. Even though Thailand
passed the geographical indication law that protects handicraft and agricultural products according
to their geographical origin, it would be a significant step forward if the country could pass a
similar law that mandates the protection of local wisdom according to geographical origin, such as
the Phi Ta Khon mask in Dan Sai. This present study recommends that Thailand pass a specific
law to protect local wisdom based on geographical origin, and clearly define the term local wisdom.
In addition, organizations should be established to oversee the local wisdom in different locations
and communities throughout the country, so that we can protect our own cultural heritage for the

next generation.

Keywords: Local wisdom, Geographical indication, Phi Ta Khon mask, Legal measures
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