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“Public Space”: Golden Triangle in Thailand
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Abstract

The concept of “public space” expands the meaning of space beyond the concept of a
specific physical area to include areas that are openly available to the public sector. At the present
time, the concept of “public space” seems to imply a sense of action by various groups who

coalesced in part to reflect their unique characteristics. An analysis of the “public space” term itself
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must include the point of “sense of public” to properly determine the reality of each “public space’
area. This article discusses the study area commonly referred to as the “Golden Triangle” in
Thailand. The area is not only a physical area but also an area of public interaction with a
historical connection and strong economic and political ties. The analytical approach of Jirgen
Habermas is used for classification of space into 3 categories, ‘political society’, ‘civil society’ and
‘public space’. The findings revealed that when analyzing using “sense of physical”’, one can
clearly specify the category of space into one of the 3 spaces. However, when analyzing using
“sense of public”, one cannot clearly specify the category of space into one of the 3 spaces because

every space is always hidden with a ‘public space’ sense.

Keywords : Public Space; Golden Triangle
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