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Abstrac

This article presents the results of a thesis on the study of Na Pho Sub-district Community
Flea Market, Kud Rang District, Maha Sarakham Province. The study concept was formed from
the 1997 economic crisis that forced the unemployed to seek an occupation. Flea markets have
emerged as an alternative and more interesting buying and selling venue than traditional fresh
markets. Each flea market has occupied its place close to a community, creating a new meeting
place of people in the vicinity and later has become a key economic source of that community;
and hence, the background of this research.

The aims of this research were to: 1) study the community flea market patterns and markets
per se, as related to the ways of life in the community; 2) study the needs of buyers and venders
related to the format of the market; and 3) provide recommendations on the development of Na
Pho sub-district community market to conform with lifestyle and needs and future expansion of
the city. The study was conducted based on a hybrid study method (Quantitative & Qualitative
Research) with questionnaires administered to 400 informants to analyze the results using a
statistical analysis program on: 1) the buyer group and 2) the circulating vendor group of 27 sales
booths. Interviewing was then performed with four community flea market managers and six
people involved in the market development. The results from all data were summarized in a
descriptive style.

The results of the study showed that the role of this market is to sell northeastern cooked
foods. Buyers are satisfied with the goods in terms of the varieties, quality and reasonable prices.
However, they still want the market to be improved in terms of public utilities such as electricity,
tap water, and toilets. They would like these to be adequate and convenient for users. The car
parking lot should be well organized with officers on duty to control traffic and maintain cleanliness.
For other areas to apply in their flea market improvement, the flea market information should be
collected in order to analyze the proportion of selling booths and goods to match the buyers. More
importantly, there should be plans for land use around the market, since over time, there will be
more users, and there will be construction emerging along the road. It is recommended that the
behavioral patterns and roles of venders and buyers be studied in order to obtain real information.

This will enable appropriate planning for the community.

Keywords : Community Flea Market, Format of Community, Buyer behavior and Vender behavior.
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