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Entering Human Trafficking: A Case Study of The Mobility of Laos Labors

in Maha Sarakham Province
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Abstract

This article is part of a study entitled “the processes of entering the human trafficking
market.” It is qualitative research project. The trafficking path of migrant workers was identified by
a native of Laos and the research area was Maha Sarakham province. The informants included
5 Lao migrant workers and 10 related Thai nationals. The tools were in - depth interviews and
Non-Participant Observation. Data analysis was by classification, data grouping with meaning
analysis, and relationship.

The study revealed that migrant workers are often forced to violate immigration laws due
to employer’s actions or related poverty issues. These and other economic considerations affect
the decision to enter the trafficking process. Trafficked Lao migrants are represented in the sex
trade, and it is the female who has a relationship in terms of a “power relationship”. The power
relationship dictates who will or will not receive preferential treatment from the traffickers.
Preferential treatment sometimes means the migrants will be presented directly to an employer
instead of having to pay more to middle men. Most employers are establishments, restaurants and
entertainment businesses. There are different tasks assigned in exchange for wages and housing.
The migrant workers interviewed for this report concealed their nationality and attempted to

mimic the behavior of Thai women, who work in the same manner.

Keywords : human trafficking, migrant workers
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