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Abstract

This study aimed to investigate the discriminating factors in the decision making process of
students considering a program of study at a vocational college in the Southern region (Gulf of
Thailand) provincial cluster. The samples were 543 students in the academic year 2017. The
samples were varied and consisted of first year Certificate in Vocational Education students from
six colleges, and MatthayomSueksa 4 (Grade 10) students from 19 schools totaling 25
educational institutions in the Southern Region. The provincial cluster comprised Chumphon,
Surat Thani, Nakhon Si Thammarat and Phatthalung. The data collection instrument was a
questionnaire. Statistics used in data analysis were basic statistics and discriminant analysis using
stepwise method; four major factors and 18 sub-factors were analyzed. The study found that the
discriminating factors in the decision making process of students to study in vocational colleges
in the Southern region (Gulf of Thailand) provincial cluster from the highest major factor to the
lowest one were: family-parental support/expectation; student-academic achievement; parents’
economic status; the environment-school quality/monthly salary/payment, and school environment,
respectively. These factors could predict 64.60 percent of decision making among the students.
The discriminant functions could be written as follows.

The discriminant function based on raw scores:

A

D =-2.398-1.462(EXP)+.784(ACH)+.598(ECO)+.712(QUA)-.585(SAL)+.462(EVI)

students’ decisions

The discriminant function based on standard scores:

~

z =-.911(EXP)+.483(ACH)+.460(ECO)+.416(QUA)-.348(SAL)+.287(EVI)

students’ decisions

Keywords: decision making, discriminating factors, vocational colleges
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