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Community Democracy: a Society-Driven Process
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Abstract

The flow of the concept of western democracy resulted in a political revolution in B.E. 2475
in Thailand. The revolution produced a change from an absolute monarchy to a democratic system
in which the king was placed second to the constitution. Following the transition, there were many

changes in the development of politics and governance. Later, in B.E. 2535, the “Black May”

;ﬁmmamﬂmsﬁﬂs:ﬁm Mé’ﬂg(ﬂﬁgmam% ﬂm:mguﬂmam‘im:ﬁaﬂumam{ uﬁﬁwmﬁﬂmmﬁm

TndnEn Ul 3, Mé’ﬂgm"ﬁ'ﬁﬂmm‘ ﬂm:mgummam‘ua:ﬁaﬂummﬂ'? WNIANYRUTIUNRA

Assistant Professor, Political Science Department, Faculty of Humanities and Social Science, Suan Dusit Ra-
jabhat University

3" years Bachelor Degree Student, Political Science Department, Faculty of Humanities and Social Science,

Suan Dusit Rajabhat University



o oo & I
mimmwmmmimzmﬂmmam? UMANEIQUNNIEITAY 167 Uil 37 Uil 2 Juand - wEau W.A.2561

uprising and the emergence of the idea of a participatory democracy was raised by protesters, lead-
ing to “The Constitution of The People, in B.E. 2540”. This constitution presented the opportunity
and space for people to participate in political activities, especially at the local level, such as promot-
ing people’s rights to participate in the management of local affairs with collaboration among all
stakeholders serving as the local administrative organization. This governance pattern is called
“Community Democracy”, which encourages people to express their citizenship along with a com-
munity authorized representative through a society-driven process. The community of Mueang Mai
in Amphawa District, Samut Songkhram Province, is a leading community that implements the

concept and process of community democracy and it drives their community and society effectively.
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