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“Ban-Hua-Na-Thai stupa” Nong Khu Khat District Borabue, Maha

Sarakham: Heart and Soul and Cultural Heritage.
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Abstract

This research aimed to 1) study the historic background of the Ban-Hua-Na-Thai stupa in
order to define an identity of the community and the local people, 2) to study the development of
the physical characteristics of its landscape in order to define the relationship of land uses and
public activities, 3) to provide a landscape management guideline made in collaboration with the
local community to promote cultural learning and awareness among the surrounding communities.
Research methodology included documentary and research study, area survey, in-depth interview,
and participatory observation. The research found that Ban-Hua-Na-Thai stupa was a cultural
heritage site. Its historical significance, since the Jayavarman VIl period, is apparent by the
physical condition of the deciduous dipterocarp forest and a large ancient pond, called Nongkhan
that had served as a water supply. The forest had provided a common area for community
activities, like hunting and mushroom collecting. Although the landscape had changed, the local
people had maintained their perception, and believed and worshiped the stupa as their ancestors
did in the past. This was because of their non-adhesion to the material world. Therefore, the

conclusion is that the stupa signifies the cultural heritage of the community and nearby area.

Keywords : stupa (Khu), Heart and soul, cultural heritage
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