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Songkhla Provincial Social Development, Security Volunteers and

Community Development
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Abstract

The purpose of this qualitative study was to investigate social development, human secu-
rity volunteers and community development in the Province of Songkhla. In-depth interviews,
focus group discussions and participant and non-participant observations were used as instruments
to collect field data from 70 informants consisting of 36 volunteers from Songkhla Provincial social
development, a human security working group, heads of government offices, 2 related officials
from the Office of Songkhla Provincial Social Development and Human Security, 30 stakeholders
and 2 academics. Data were also collected from related documents and research reports. The
data were analyzed using content analysis and a report was written using analytical description.

The study found that Songkhla Provincial social development and human security volunteers
had participated in community development by identifying target groups that had not: accessed
the services, conducting social watches in their own areas, motivating and encouraging commu-
nity cooperation and participation in brainstorming and making plans to meet the needs of the
community, and coordinating networks inside and outside the community. This would result in

changes for improvement along a course of sustainable development.

Keywords: volunteers, community development, sustainable development
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