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Abstract

The project to design the physical components that enhance the identity of Ban Hua Na
Thai community, Nong Khu Khad Sub-District, Borabue District, Maha Sarakham had an aim to:
(1) study the history, background, socio-economic conditions, activities, and cultural places of the
community; (2) study the physical characteristics of the village from the past to the present to
determine the identity and uniqueness of the community; and (3) design the physical components
that enhance the identity of the community and create good areal perception. The research site
has significant historical traits from the Thawarawadee and Khom eras. A number of historical
items were discovered here, among the most important ones is Hua Na Thai Temple, the sacred
place worshipped by the villagers on the sixth waxing moon of the sixth lunar month every year.
The content has been integrated in the Architectural Design 4 Course of the Faculty of Architecture,
Urban Design, and Creative Arts, Mahasarakham University. The results of the study lead to un-
derstanding of the identity of Ban Hua Na Thai community, which is apparent from beliefs, traditions
and lifestyles that are tied to ancestors’ tombstones or shrines and historical-related stories of the
locality. The design of physical components in the community involved enhancement of various
elements for more accurate and clearer perception, which, when added to historical dimension,
the vernacular, and appropriate land use, will result in utilization benefits and hence the commu-

nity’s quality of life

Keywords : |dentity, Identity of the community, Physical components, Areal perception
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