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The Conservation of the Culture of Isan Folk Music : A Case Study of

Wat Promkunaram Phoenix, Arizona, U.S.A.
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Abstract
The conservation of Isan music and its role in promoting the culture of Isan to audiences

abroad is the subject of this research project. This research was done using a qualitative research
approach, and its immediate aim was to conserve the culture of Isan folk music at Wat Promku-
naram at Phoenix, Arizona, U.S.A. Data were collected by documentation and field work, The
methodology included the use of a questionnaire, interview forms and discussion groups from 5
scholars, 10 practitioners and 15 general people who visited Wat Promkunaram at Phoenix, Ari-
zona, U.S.A. between May 2015 and May 2016. The results were:

1. A conservation of Isan folk music program was established by the cultural council of
Wat Promkunaram in cooperation with Wat Promkunaram and the office of the National Culture
Commission. The program was designed so the people of Arizona and foreign visitors can learn
about folk music and its role in Thai culture.

2. The Cultural Council of Wat Promkunaram has organized a project that teaches arts
and culture in collaboration with three universities of Thailand.

3. The Folk Music’s conservation program will be a permanent program as the activities
of teaching and performing folk music have been organized by The Cultural Council of Wat Prom-

kunaram.
Keywords : Conservation, Isan Folk Music, Wat Promkunaram, The Cultural Council
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