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Legal Problems and Obstacles in Wetland Protection
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Abstract

Thailand wetland consists of the 11 areas of international importance, 61 of world importance,
48 of national importance, 19,295 local importance, and 28 under crisis wetlands. As a result of
the wetland specification and classification complication, several wetlands were proclaimed
redundant causing the conservation and protection problems. This also affected several areas of
wetland in the level of world importance, national importance, and local importance still not
receiving protection under the Ramsar Convention which has the aim to conserve and prevent the
extinction of the world wetlands.

This research aimed to study legal problems and obstacles in wetland protection. This
documentary research discovers that current policies apply only on management without solid
laws’ support. Any operations performed require to be conducted under forestry and other relevant
laws complying with the Ramsar’s Convention. Moreover, there is no protected area designated
and the laws involve too many parties causing the inability to integrate unity of wetland
management laws plus with the lack of funding support to wetland conservation.

Therefore, the government should draft laws to regulate the wetland conservation and
protection specifically by assigning schemes to conserve, protect, develop, improve and utilize the
natural resources of the wetland wisely, covering the plants and animals inhabiting the area
concerning the biological diversity and sustainable development. Without the laws to conserve and
protect the wetland punctually we cannot raise awareness in developing and solving problems
affecting on the wetland. By mean time of re-drafting the Act of National Environmental Quality
Promotion and Conservation B.E.2535 and drafting of the Thai Constitution, the laws to conserve,
protect, develop, improve and utilize the resource in the wetland including the plants and animals

should be provoked to be into regulation clearly.

Keywords : wetland, Ramsar Convention
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