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The Art of Mon Crematorium : A Case Study of Wat Chankapor,

Pathumthani Province
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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to: (1) study the structure analysis of Mon crematorium-
called in Thai “Meru Prasat Mon” of Wat Chankapor in Pathumthani province and (2) create the
model and interpretation of each elements such as form, function, material, technique for maintains
the tradition of Meru Prasat Mon .Data collection was through unstructured interviews, photographs
and related with documents. Most participants of the target group were composed of the artisans
from Myanmar.

Results revealed as follows: The Meru PrasatMon of Wat Chankapor built for monks
cremation and designed by artisans from Myanmar. It is a temporary structure, demolished and
not retained for future cremations ceremony. According to Mon tradition, funerals are not prepared
in advance. Meru Prasat Mon are built in the form inspired by mythical creature.

Although Meru Prasat Mon of Wat Chankapor will be used only once, it is a work of the
greatest artistry in its architecture and ornamentation. Its designers, besides having a deep
knowledge of Mon’s tradition art history, also have the creative imagination to achieve a sense of
perfectly harmonized dimensions and volume. Meru Prasat Mon creating ornaments and mural
painting is used generously because its colour suggests brightness and purity. The materials and
equipment used were chosen for simplicity and to avoid wastefulness. The main structure is made
of wood and bamboo, which is light and inexpensive. The composition of structure and decoration
of Meru Prasat Mon focused on balance and continuity.Finally,The main structure built by

bottom-up technique but the ornament function is used top-down technique.

Keywords : Art , Crematorium, Meru Prasat Mon
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