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Language Diversity of Tribes in Sisaket Province
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Abstract

The purposes of the research was 1) to investigate, analyze and compile Khalams (taboos)
which were the language of the local tribes in Sisaket 2) create a dictionary of local tribal

languages in Sisaket. The methods data collection used in qualitative data collection consisted of
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7 stages which were 1) studying basic data 2) interviewing and collecting data 3) analyzing and
categorizing data 4) examining data by the specialists 5) improving data 6) creating dictionary.
The population was 220 people who were above the age of 12, and are aware of Kalams (taboos)
and tribes’ languages. The population were both males and females and 5 of them dwelled in each
target area (districts) and 48 specialists. All of them was selected through purposive sampling.
Instruments were questionnaires, standard of language correctness assessment form, and
standard of possibility of beliefs assessment form. Quantitative data were analyzed statistically to
gain percentage, mean, standard deviation. Content analysis was used for qualitative data. The
results of the research revealed thatLanguage Diversity of Tribes in Sisaket Province consisted
of 63 Khalams (taboos), relating to Laos’ beliefs, 68 words relating to Khmer' beliefs, 49 words
relating to Suay (Kooi) ’ beliefs, and 51 words relating to the Yer’ beliefs. Thai-English dictionary
of local tribes in Sisaket was then developed compiling 4 languages — Khmer, Suay (Kooi), Laos

and Yer of total 839 vocabulary items.

Keywords : Khalam (taboos), local tribes, dictionary
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