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Fifth Grade Students’ Questioning about Science
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Abstract

This research aimed at studying twenty three fifth grade students’ questioning. The
researchers asked each student to write down their questions about scientific content that they
were learning, and categorized those questions using an inductive method according to question
patterns. The research results revealed that the students generated 388 questions (the average
about 16.87 questions/each). However, there were about 18.30% of those questions were directly
leading to scientific study which include exploratory questions, hypothesis-testing questions, and
comparative questions. Most questions about 71.65%were those not directly lead to scientific

study, which include factual questions, explanatory questions, design-making questions, pros-cons
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questions, and philosophical questions. Nevertheless, some types of those questions had potential

to be changed to be scientific questions. The remaining questions about 10.05% were vague or

unclear questions. The research results reflected necessities to facilitate the students to develop

their ability to generate scientific questions.

Keywords: student questioning; scientific question; scientific inquiry
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